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MMXIV 

LAST DAYS IN PERA 

 

 

There was a huge and hoary area covered with lofty and snowcapped mountains, bleak and 

delightful plains, verdant and lonely meadows, divided by somber and gliterring rivers, royal and 

rutted pave roads, furthest and unfortified borders, and surrounded by divine and European seas. 

 

In a far city behind borders of that area, a man was watching the Bosphorus with satisfaction 

because he thoroughly carried out all the orders. When tasting a vodka in a seaside tavern, his 

hand found a pen in pocket of his redingote diffusing its splendour, grabbed a paper from 

deerskin twany messenger bag, and wrote. 

 

Through my hands 

Like the nets drawn from the sea, 

Life gets on me. 

With all her surprises like a game of hide and seek 

With her traps 

Out of the great seas 

Life gets on me. 

Meaningless words, 

Chest of lost inquiries 

Says nothing if not openned. 

Life 

Getting on me with her nets 

Like fictional homes 

Like pretending words. 

Think 

What left in sea 

As hands pull your nets 

Think the caught, the lost 

Or the unfinished in nets 

What collected in your hands. 

Summary of the extinct sea 

Life, as you perceive, 

Declines and disappears like a game of sun and moon. 

 

He had lost in time, hearing the sound of little water splashes which were whispering its softness, 

gracious friendship, bringing the bright stones of memories that kept some touches of old 

delights. The sea was calm in this morning, at least in that tranquil bay, Ortakoy, when he was 

listening to the tremulousness at the return of waves that brought the note of loneliness to the 

world where ignorant armies clashed. 

 

When tasting a vodka in a seaside tavern, he was remembering the days when the allied forces 

used the barracks and hospital of the Kuleli Military School on the other side of sea. It was 

between 1853 and 1856. But unfortunately, nobody could find the reason of big fire when the 

soldiers were leaving the barracks. That school had been designed originally as cavalry barracks 

by Garabet Balyan, and he finished the construction in 1841. It was 2 years after he arrived in 

Istanbul. In a short time, he became Sadyk Pasha and served the Ottomans and Abdulmejid for 

many years. 
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Abdulmejid had succeeded to the throne and became the Sultan in 1839, and he was using the 

treasure to build new monuments like Dolmabahce Palace. Before building it, the Sultan and his 

family was living in Topkapi Palace. According to Abdulmejid, it was medieval, lack of comfort, 

luxury and European monarch style. Its construction was completed between 1843 and 1856 by 

the Armenian Balyan family again who was the court architects, father Garabet and his son 

Nigogos. It costed 5 million Ottoman gold lira, that was 35 tonnes of gold. 

 

 
Kuleli Cavalry Baracks, 1836 [1] 

 

 
Dolmabahce Palace, 1850 [2] 
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Sultan Abdulmejid I [3] 

 

On the other hand, he was the first Sultan who seriously carried out the reforms. Sadyk Pasha 

had been very excited while waiting for the Vizier Mehmed Emin Ali Pasha because the Vizier 

was going to read the Reform Edict signed by Abdulmejid. The grand salon was very crowded, 

all notables were there, many were outside to hear the Sultan’s decree which would be the 

second after the edict in 1839. The war had been over, Sadyk Pasha and his cavalry regiment was 

honored because of his success. It was 1856. By this decree, it was provided that all classes in 

the Empire with their lives and properties would be protected, all would have full religious 

liberty and equal civil rights. Sadyk was expecting such rights but couldn’t believe when he 

heard them. There was a promise of equality in education, government jobs. 

 

He couldn’t stop himself to say the man next to him that Adam’s French friends worked hard and 

achieved goals. In a month, a diplomatic committee was going to Paris as a winning signatory of 

the war. With the Treaty of Paris, the Ottoman Empire was going to be accepted as a European 

Empire. It was 1832, Sadyk had met first Adam in the Hotel Lambert in Paris, as Michal. Prince 

Adam Czartoryski had looked royal and self confident, and Michal had trusted him at first sight. 
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Congres de Paris, 1856 (Ali Pasha on far right) [4] 

 

After having a second vodka, he stood and called the caleche for going to Pera. He had to talk 

with his friends in the Lechistan House, which was used as an unofficial Consulate these days, in 

Rue de Pologne in Pera district. He didn’t want to go there by caleche, had a sudden desire to 

walk on the street. He always liked to walk along the Grande Rue de Pera. He had gained so 

many memories on this street during the times of peace. He suddenly went inside a tavern 

opposite the burned theater building, unintentionally sat at the first table with nappe vichy green 

in the passage, surprisingly the numbers on reservation plates were 23 and 24. 

 

The memories came flooding back from 1855. A guest had come to Istanbul from Paris for sake 

of own countries of both. Sadyk had invited him to the Istanbul premier of La Traviata of Verdi 

in the Naum Theater. The seat number written on tickets were 11-23 and 11-24. A divine 

memory power seemed to start working. Beautiful Fanny Salvini Donatelli was going to sing 

Violetta. His guest was Adam Mickiewicz, he felt reverted back to himself when they were 

talking about future of Poland. He had returned back to his personality as Michal Czajkowski. 

But Michal had been feeling a bit nervous because he had read on an Italian newspaper that the 

audience had shown displeasure jeeringly on the soprano Donatelli at La Fenice in Venice in the 

first premier in 1853 [5]. In that night, Sultan Abdulmejid and some ladies of his harem were in 

the theater in Sultan’s private box. The act was appreciated with big applause, the casting was 

called for three encores to stage and the audience were still cheering at the end. So Michal had 

been very much calmed down. 

 

Once a soldier friend had told a story about the theater. It had been originally built out of wood 

in 1839 as the Bosco Theater, by Bartolomeo Bosco who was an Italian illusionist, on an area 

belonging to a Levantine family. But one day Bosco had left the city, so the ownership had 

passed to Michel and Joseph Naum, the land owners. The brothers renovated the building in 

1844 and openned with the name Theatre de Pera, however the people named as Naum Theater 

[6]. After the war, the shows had become nice entertainments for Michal and his wife Ludwika, 

they never missed. But in 1870, a big fire broke out in Pera district, and theater building was 

severely damaged. 
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He had to passed through that place when he was walking towards Rue de Pologne. He felt so 

sad when he saw the ruins remained there. Fortunately, the Galata Serail Royal School was still 

standing. Many of his friends had graduated from that school and their sons were still studying 

there. It was an old school, and the unique modern school in the Empire. The students accepted 

to that school had been brought up as superior officials to the Palace and ministries behind the 

Sublime Porte. Two or three years ago, the education system had been modernized and adopted 

the French secondary education system. The students were from various communities, became 

prominent statesmen, educators, bureaucrats and writers. 

 

 
Galata Saray (Galata Serail) Square [7]1 

 

He went in Au Bon Marche to buy two meters orange color silk fabric produced in Bursa for 

Irena to sew a blouse. She was his third wife. After she divorced, she came to Istanbul from the 

island of Tinos to look for new chances and life. 

 

But he couldn’t forget Ludwika who was the second wife. After Ludwika died, he thought that it 

was meaningless to follow his old political strategies which he and she had decided and applied 

together. Meanwhile he went out the shop and walked right to the Church of Saint Antoine. 

Ludwika and his family always wanted to join the mass when it was in Polish. He couldn’t join 

because he was a muslim Ottoman general, Sadyk Pasha. 

 

At the third street on left, narrow one, he turned to Rue de Pologne at last. In that international 

zone, the first building on right was the British School for girls, then the French Embassy gate. 

But in between there was an empty plot which looked like ownerless. 

 

The French had built a very good relationship with the Ottomans during the reign of Suleiman 

the Magnificent. It was unexpected diplomatic decision for European kingdoms to learn that the 

Francis I the King had a permission to build an embassy in Istanbul. Except the Venetian Bailo 

and Genoese Podesta, both had relations with Constantinople and their embassies were here 

since the time of Byzantium. Therefore the French had become the first European people to 

                                                 
1 Writer note 1: The month of date is estimated as March by checking the clothes of people. But first month is 

March in julian calendar. The unseen part of year is estimated to harmonize with the story years. 

Writer note 2: The two street chandeliers on the wall are at the entrance of Galatasaray High School. 
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settle in Pera. Another interesting point was that France had openned its first embassy abroad. It 

was established in a large land so that the embassy was also called as Palais de France. 

 

Like everybody, Michal was always walking through the French Palace by watching its aesthetic 

stone structure in neoclassical style with a porch in front, decorated with recessed legs in ionic 

order. Besides the engravings, he was especially attracted with the pastel color of stones on 

facade. The building was in an extremely large and spacious garden. He had attended several 

parties and so he knew its interior architecture and decorations which proved the show and 

delicacy of the French with engravings, king portraits, Aubusson carpets, Sevres porcelains, 

Gobelin tapestry paintings, marble statues. The Sultan had offer the use of a large area towards 

the Tomtom street. That was the end of the garden and also the French Court was there with its 

elegant as well as arrogant, and fine embroidery on its structure, catching the eyes since the 

capitulation period. One day when Michal and one of his Cossack adjutants had visited the Court 

and he had explained him that the Court was the symbol of power and money for one side, and 

sadness and silence for other side. There was the Venetian Palace opposite the Court. First, after 

the termination of Republic of Venice by Napoleon Bonaparte, the Venetian Palace had been 

occupied by the French ambassador. Michal had thought it was acceptable because its place was 

like the continuation of garden. But he learned that after the 1815 Vienna Congress, because 

Venice became a part of Austria, the Venetian Palace started to be used by the Austrians. 

 

When entered Rue de Pologne, it was notable that the other buildings were very luxury and used 

by some valuable persons. Michal had once heard in the Ministry of War in 1847 that Franz 

Liszt had been invited by Abdulmejid and was going to perform in his Tcheragan Palace. The 

Italian Giuseppe Donizetti Pasha first contacted Liszt, and when he came, Donizetti arranged 

accommodation during his five-week stay in the appartment of the piano manufacturer 

Alexander Kommendinger who was Austrian [8]. That building was 50 meters down on the left 

of the street. The next building was the Italien Royal School.2 

 

But, on the right after the British School, opposite to the Italien School, before reaching the 

garden walls of French Embassy, there was an empty plot land on which some ruins could still 

be visible due to a fire. This land was just adjacent to the garden of French Embassy [9, p.54].3 

After the third partition of the Polish Lithuanian Commonwealth in 1795, Poland lost its 

sovereignty. So Austria had confiscated the Lechistan Embassy, until the Mansion had been 

burned in 1822 [10, p.97].4 

 

Although there was no official property which belonged to Lechistan, the Ottomans had not 

changed the name of the street. Moreover the French Embassy was on the same street with its 

enormous land because the first embassy permitted in Istanbul. The Sultans had never attempted 

to change the street name. That was Michal’s intimacy developed almost at the first day of his 

stay here. 

 

The history was so clear. The Ottomans had given the name of Lechistan for the Polish 

Lithuanian Commonwealth and had attached same importance to both Nations. After the 

Karlowitz Treaty signed by the Polish Lithuanian Commonwealth and the Ottoman Empire in 

                                                 
2 Writer note: The street number of building is 11 today. 
3 Writer note: Reychman [9] defines the place of Lechistan Embassy in page 54. 
4 Writer note 1: Dominik [10] gives the street number of building as 8, which is a small chapel commemorating the 

former embassy in page 97. 

Writer note 2: The red dot shows the same place for the last Lechistan Embassy before third partition on the map of 

Polish refugees. Website: http://polonyaistanbul.blogspot.com/p/beyoglu.html, Accessed on 19.05.2020 

http://polonyaistanbul.blogspot.com/p/beyoglu.html
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1699, a peaceful era had been created. Then both country had built a strong cooperation against a 

common enemy, which was Russia. In addition, before partition, they were neighbours. 

 

In the memories of Michal like many Polish, the Ottomans were remembered as the only state 

that didn’t recognize the partitions of Polish Lithuanian Commonwealth by its other 

neighbouring states. He had also learned at school that the Duchy of Warsaw was an independent 

Polish state established by Napoleon I in 1807 from the Polish lands ceded by Prussia and was 

allied to France. Although it was created as a satellite state, it was commonly hoped and believed 

that Polish would gain its sovereignty again [10, p.95]. But the Ottoman Empire hadn’t been 

invited to Vienna. So the Ottomans couldn’t protest the partition of Lechistan. The 

representatives of two states only involved bilateral meetings in the Hotel Lambert. 

 

 
The Partitions of Lechistan [11] 

 

Michal just passed the Embassy walking down Rue de Pologne, after some meters, he went in an 

appartment, which was used as a common meeting location for Polish refugees. There he met a 

French friend to speak about his desire to go back to Kiev with his family. 

 

In a far city behind borders of European area, Michal satisfied because he had heard that his 

friends were also supporting his decision. He went out, took a caleche towards his house in 

Cihangir. He and Ludwika had moved to this house after their house in Ortakoy had turned to 

ashes in fire. Before going inside, he sat in the garden, found the pen in the pocket of his 

redingote, grabbed a paper from deerskin twany bag and wrote. 
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Stars traveling alone in the sky, 

I am as lonely as you on earth, 

Maybe my voice will be heard if I scream, 

I am alone, I am alone, I am alone. 

My destiny is this, 

I have no eye on anyone’s love, 

My strings play song loneliness, 

I am alone, I am alone, I am alone. 

No pleasure left I haven’t taste in world, 

My trace remained in hearts I entered, 

My words influenced stones, but not me, 

I am alone, I am alone, I am alone. 

[12] 

 

Irena couldn’t wait for his coming inside, she openned the door and called. He didn’t give a 

name for his words and went inside. He wouldn’t put a title, perhaps if he had reached his desire 

and had returned home, he would leave the lines from the ship to the waters of Bosphorus, so the 

title wouldn’t be needed. 

 

 
Location of Rue de Pologne (Left), G D’Ostoya, Plan General de Galata, Pera et Pancaldi, 1858-

1860 [13]5 

 

                                                 
5 Writer note: A section of Ostoya Map is added because of its colors more visible. 
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G D’Ostoya, Plan General de Galata, Pera et Pancaldi, 1858-1860, 5 pieces [14]6 

 

 

                                                 
6 Writer note: Ostoya Map was archived in 5 pieces in Ataturk Library. Upon communication with Salt Research 

Organisation, its usage was allowed for individual research. This image is a merged version. 
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MMXV 

REBELIOUS REFUGEE 

 

 

Twilight slow 

Sun is setting 

Darkness, master of the world 

Coming slow 

Somewhere far away 

Lights gradualy appear. 

But 

Darkness is gently pierced 

By rebel lights. 

Shadows are growing 

Mountains are getting taller 

Moonlight is seen afar 

With shy and wild reality. 

When darkness is setting its rules 

Rebel lights are seen from afar 

Blazing lights 

Like playful children 

Spread into the dark like pioneers 

Creating twilight, and 

Leaving everything flat. 

 

He was born in Halczyniec, as a new member of Czajkowski family in September 29, 1804. He 

was named as Michal, because the father of his mother desired to let the Cossack archangel 

protect him. His father Stanislaw agreed but he passed away when his son was a baby. His 

mother Petronela dressed Michal in Cossack style, with a cap, on this cap with feathers [15, 

p.8].7 

 

When he was nine years old, he began the Zaklada Anglika Wolsey School for the children of 

nobility in Berdyczowa. He had to stay in the school for long time, he couldn’t see his mother 

Petronela as much as a kid needed. According to the school program, besides the courses like 

foreign language, literature, mathematics he studied aristocratic activities like dancing, horse 

riding, hunting and military training. His lectures were mostly about learning languages. Every 

day they were speaking different languages like Polish, Russian, French, German and Latin, only 

Sunday was a free day. During the early period in his education, Michal met with the revival of 

the Cossack image idea as well as becoming acquainted with pan-Slavism ideals. However, that 

school was closed in three years. Then he was sent to the Piarist School in Miedzyrzecz 

Podlaski, which was so far from homeland [17]. He graduated with a bachelor diploma in 

mathematics and literature [18]. 

 

                                                 
7 Writer note 1: Biography in the reference [15] was cited from the book of Ludzie zywi, Jadwiga 

CHUDZIKOWSKA “Dziwne zycie Sadyka Paszy” (Strange Life of Sadyk Pasha). Website: 

https://www.olx.pl/oferta/ludzie-zywi-jadwiga-chudzikowska-dziwne-zycie-sadyka-paszy-CID751-IDAH9QV.html, 

Accessed on 26.05.2020. 

Writer note 2: Halczyniec and Berdyczowa are near Kiev in Ukraine today. 

https://www.olx.pl/oferta/ludzie-zywi-jadwiga-chudzikowska-dziwne-zycie-sadyka-paszy-CID751-IDAH9QV.html
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Postcard with Panorama of Berdyczowa, 19th / 20th Centuries [16] 

 

He had an unstoppable interest in reading about the patitions of his family’s country. The Polish 

Lithuanian Commonwealth was one of the old and powerful states in eastern Europe. But as 

reading further, he was very upset. 

 

The most critical factor in Poland’s fall from greatness was the state’s lack of a viable, unifying 

sociopolitical system to hold the country together. By the mid-17th century, Polish Lithuanian 

Commonwealth was disintegrating from within. The Polish nobility had grown so powerful vis-

a-vis royal authority that no real unity of purpose existed among them to defend the interests of 

the state as a whole. 

 

The governing assembly couldn’t function. The government through the sejm was paralyzed by 

the use of the liberum veto, which granted each individual member the right to defeat any 

resolution placed before it by voicing a lone protest. Although the vetoes of lesser nobles could 

be overcome effectively, those of the powerful magnates, as well as those with strong foreign 

backing, could not. 

 

Frustrated by the situation, in 1668 the Vasas relinquished the Polish throne. A long series of 

succession struggles ensued, extending into the 18th century. The Po1ish throne became a pawn 

for furthering the interests of various European Great Powers in the balance of power game they 

played among themselves. By manipulating the liberum veto, Russia, Prussia, the Habsburgs, 

and France sought to better their positions vis-a-vis each other through installing puppet kings 

and keeping the nobility divided and weak. 

 

Like the games he played at school, the clash of strong boys wouldn’t always end with agreeable 

scores. In a similar way, the clash of powers had happened as always everywhere. 

 

Sometimes the hardy policies undertaken by the unfortunate rulers magnified country’s 

problems. For example, King Augustus II the Strong allied with Russia to despoil Sweden of its 

Baltic possessions. The result was The Great Northern War (1700-1721) with figths mostly on 
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Polish territory that caused a devastation inside Commonwealth, Augustus’ overthrow and 

further internal political deterioration. 

 

The election of Augustus’s successor opened the door to wholesale foreign machinations inside 

Poland. The Poles elected Stanislaw Leszczynski with French support, since their candidate was 

the father-in-law of French king Louis XV. But Russia considered Leszczynski unacceptable 

because of his pro-Swedish sympathies and garnered support from the Habsburgs, who, in turn, 

insisted on the election of Augustus’s son. The Russians invaded the country and drove out 

Leszczynski, sparking the War of the Polish Succession (1733-1735) among the Great Powers. 

The war ended in 1735 with Russian-Habsburg policy in Poland victorious. 

 

King Augustus III of Saxony, the successful Russian-Habsburg candidate, expended little 

interest or time on his kingdom. During the two decades of his disinterested reign, Russia 

increased its encroachment into internal affairs, causing a growing amount of anti-Russian 

sentiment to arise among a segment of the nobility led by the Potocki family. It was opposed by 

another aristocratic faction led by the Czartoryski family, which proposed strengthening royal 

authority, abolishing the liberum veto, and other more centralizing political reforms. 

 

The Czartoryski group looked to Russia for backing. In 1764, the Czartoryskis, supported by 

Catherine II the Great, who considered Poniatowski a malleable puppet because of a prior 

intimate relationship, elected Stanislaw II Poniatowski king. In the process, Russia and Prussia 

formulated a cooperative policy aimed at keeping the state weak and docile to their increasingly 

common imperial interests. 

 

Once king, however, Poniatowski attempted to act independently of his powerful Russian 

patroness and to institute the Czartoryski reform program. Russia invaded Commonwealth and 

Prussian king Frederick II the Great, fearful of renewed military involvement in a costly conflict, 

struck upon the idea of partitioning segments of Commonwealth among the powers directly 

interested in Polish matters. In the deal forged among Russia, Prussia, and the Habsburg Empire 

in 1772, Russia was granted Belorussia and slices of Polish Ukraine, the Habsburgs received 

Galicia, and Prussia stole West Prussia, less the city of Danzig (Gdansk). 

 

In 1772 the First Polish Partition stripped Commonwealth of a third of its territory and almost 

half of its inhabitants. The Polish Lithuanian Commonwealth was left no choice but to accept the 

partition. 

 

Too late to save their state, they instituted political reforms. A new constitution was promulgated 

(1791) that transformed the elective kingship into a hereditary one, vested executive power in the 

royal office, placed legislative power in the hands of the sejm, and abolished the liberum veto. 

 

Prussia and the Habsburgs accepted the reforms. Russia opposed them and invaded 

Commonwealth, which sparked a similar act by the Prussians, who feared being left out of any 

possible territorial aggrandizement that might result. To avoid further bloodshed, another bargain 

was struck between the two invading powers at Commonwealth’s expense. 

 

In 1793 the Second Polish Partition was implemented. Russia took most of both historic 

Lithuania and Polish Ukraine. Prussia pilfered Danzig and Great Poland. Moreover, the people 

were forced to accept an alliance with Russia, granting the Russian military the right of free 

entry into what was left of Commonwealth, as well as Russian control of rump country’s foreign 

relations. 
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By the time of the two partitions, the western concept of nationalism emerged from its roots 

among the Polish nobility. Within a year of the second partition, a national uprising erupted. 

Vastly outnumbered by the forces of both Russia and Prussia, the rebels, led by Tadeusz 

Kosciuszko, put up a brief heroic but futile fight. Kosciuszko was captured and Warsaw was 

taken by the Russians. 

 

In 1795 the Third Polish Partition was implemented. By its terms, Russia grabbed what remained 

of Lithuania and Ukraine, as well as Courland; Prussia took Mazovia with Warsaw; and 

Habsburg Austria, not to be left out of the final division of Polish spoils as it had been in 1793, 

obtained what remained of Little Poland [19].8 

 

That was the most sorrowful history he learned. Above all, he was so sad about his lovely 

country did not exist as a state anymore. Apparently he started to believe that Cossacks were 

strong army forces for Poland as a chance to be stronger. They deserved not only to be saved 

from hostilities, also to be honored, praised. He was thinking that the traditional Cossack 

families wanted to raise children as a real Cossack as beneficial to Poland. In addition, he was 

dreaming organize Cossacks with Slavic countries, organized under the command of Poland 

because they were very successful in terms of their duties in society. 

 

After the high school he began his studies in law education at Warsaw University and stayed 

there until his mother’s illness forced him to return to Halczyniec. After Petronela died, a huge 

wealth was now at his disposal, a luxurious and lavish life was awaiting him. 

 

His grandfather, Michal Glebocki had earned his wealth through a connection with his wife’s 

family. His grandmother Helena Krzyzanowska was a Kievan citizen. Young Michal had very 

important lessons from his grandfather. Being careful on spending money and controlling the 

wealth was the first lesson. The strategic marriage notion by combining family forces could be 

seen as the second lesson from grandfather’s second marriage, but she died in a short time. 

Thirdly, grandfather strongly affected his character, developing a tendency to aristocratism in the 

spirit of the Cossacks and nobility [15, p.12-13]. 

 

But in the country, another history was written. The gentry and nobles didn’t have the same 

views on the road to independence. While one group was supporting the idea of establishment of 

an autonomous kingdom in Russian Empire, the other group was struggling with France of 

Napoleon. The most prominent leader who had feelings close to Russia was Prince Adam Jerzy 

Czartoryski. Michal had heard that many people were proud of him because the Prince was a 

friend and adviser of Tsar Alexander I. Among the others who relied on Napoleon, the leaders 

were General Jan Henryk Dabrowski and Prince Jozef Antoni Poniatowski, who was nephew of 

King Stanislas Augustus Poniatowski. 

 

What he remembered from school lectures, the Duchy of Warsaw had been established by 

French Empire in 1807, a teacher had told the class that the Duchy was like a French colony in 

the partition of Prussia. 

 

In June 1812, Napoleon’s army invaded Russia, with the troops of Poles. But this army had to 

march through Lithuania within the Russian partition. He was thinking that the life of people 

                                                 
8 Writer note: The information about Partitions of Polish Lithuanian Commonwealth was adapted from the book of 

Hupchick and Cox [19]. 



 

 

 

Erasmus+ / 2019-1-PL01-KA204-065425 / Cultural and nature Heritage is European Strength and Treasure 

15 

who had a great hope for freedom, and that the sister nations, Poland and Lithuania, could gain 

back their Commonwealth. There must be beautiful towns in that land with its flower filled 

meadows, covered by woods in which bisons were growing. There must be families who had 

good neighborhood relations, who had unnecessary quarrels, whose boys loved the other’s 

daughters. Sometimes they might be a side of feuding families like the families of Romeo and 

Juliet. A love story must be lived maybe by Michal in Miedzyrzecz Podlaski, maybe in Bialystok 

which was a big city close to his school, maybe in Vilno where a student was studying at its 

reputable university, maybe Michal had wished to study there instead of Warsaw. 

 

But the life was going on. After Napoleon’s final defeat by British and Prussian armies at 

Waterloo, on June 18, 1815, the allies of Britain, Prussia, Austria and Russia began to implement 

the peace settlements at Vienna Congress, signed on June 8, 1815. 

 

Tsar Alexander I wanted to unite all Polish lands under the Russian crown. It was interesting that 

his adviser, Prince Adam Czartoryski was supporting that idea. But Austria and Prussia had put 

an objection. If they had accepted, they would loose their partitions over the Commonwealth. 

They were naturally by Britain and additionally by the new French Monarcy because there were 

no empire in Europe which became happy with a powerful Russia. However Austria and Prussia 

gave up the lands from the thrid partition. Then the unexpected Russian decision disappointed 

Prince Adam Czartoryski because Kingdom of Poland was united without its former eastern 

lands. Another unexpected decision of Alexander was that he charged Grand Duke Constantine, 

who was his brother, as the chief commander of the Polish Army and later as the Viceroy. As a 

little attempt to secure the rights of Polish independence and culture, Austria established the 

Republic of Cracow [20]. 

 

In the Russian provinces, a national life blossomed as well from the beginning of the century 

when Prince Adam Jerzy Czartoryski became the school superintendent of the Vilnius 

Educational District. In Lithuania and the formerly Polish Ukraine, the whole system of Polish 

schools was well developed. Vilnius with its University became the main centre of Polish culture 

and science [21, p.100]. 
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Le Prince Adam George Czartoryski, 1831 [22] 

 

 
Map of Kingdom of Poland after Vienna Congress in 1815 [23] 

 

Many of the veteran soldiers in the Napoleon’s Army had returned home after 1815. They 

optimistically considered the new Kingdom of Poland as temporary, believed that the complete 

independence in its enlarged borders was possible via negotiations. With that hope, they 

derisively called Kongresowka. Later, Grand Duke Constantine asked them to join the new 

army. This was a rather decent treatment to former enemies. But later because of his different 

military notion, the veterans began to resign. Constantine had brought up in a different military 
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notion. Instead of education and pratical experience, he gave more attention to parades, fancy 

uniforms and similar details of military life. So Constantine replaced Polish commanders and 

fellow patriots with a collection of ethnic minorities from the Russian Empire. This polyglot 

group occupied many of the Polish Army’s best positions. That backlog promotion caused the 

younger officers to remain in junior or even cadet ranks for long times [24, p.126]. 

 

Because of the censorship pressure, some underground groups began to be formed by students 

and also soldires. For the gangs, the most attractive intellectual was Adam Mickiewicz with his 

western thoughts on freedom. Mickiewicz had also joined a secret patriotic student society in 

1817, when he was studying at the University of Wilno between 1815 and 1819. But he was 

arrested and deported to Russia in 1823 because of his illegal nationalistic activities [25]. 

 

In the same year he graduated, 1821, his sister Marianna married with Karol Rozycki. For 

Michal, it was a turning point because he began to develop a relationship with soldiers [15]. 

 

After death of Alexander I in 1825, his brother Nicholas I succeeded. In the meantime, because 

of the ownership of the land inherited from his mother, Michal became famous, and sometimes 

he was going to Kiev for business meetings, or to Kodnia and Zytomierz for balls, where he was 

once introduced to Tsar Nicholas I and named as a noble landowner [18]. 

 

These days were candidate to be very exciting and active days. Above all, the relations between 

the new Tsar and the Poles were not well established. In Russia, Nicolas had punished the rebels 

joined in the December uprising in Petersburg. But the Polish Senate did not condemn the nobles 

supporting the rebels as traitor. Therefore Tsar became very furious about the Polish Kingdom. 

 

These years were the periods when Michal’s interest in these issues increased. He was following 

the uprisings in some other places of Europe, like Belgians against Dutch rule, or in Italy and 

France. In addition, there were similar opposition activities of cadets in Warsaw against Grand 

Duke Constantine. In November 1830, Nicholas declared that Russia would support Netherlands 

with the Polish army. But that decision of Tsar was absolutely contrary with the principles of 

cadets [20]. Such news caused dismay among Poles, who did not wish to fight their old French 

allies. Also, some worried that a protracted war might allow for a military government and the 

loss of all remaining civic rights [24, p.128]. 

 

The Polish people were very to close to take action, because their independence was on 

everything. Michal Czajkowski was one of them, so he left his house in Berdyczowa and did not 

return. Karol Rozycki had deployed with his 10.000 soldiers in Kielce [15], between Krakow and 

Warsaw. Michal joined Rozycki in 1830 with thirty of his Cossacks [18]. 

 

In the meantime in Warsaw, there was a conspiracy game between the Viceroy and the Polish 

soldiers led by Piotr Wysocki, especially the Cadet School. With some university students, the 

rebels were organized as troops with muskets and artillery. On the morning of November 29, 

they began with smuggling wagons with ammunition. The evening of November 29 was selected 

for first to attack the Belvedere Palace, and capture Constantine. Next, larger forces would 

quickly strike at Russian barracks and overpower the sleeping soldiers. Simultaneously, other 

groups were to secure the arsenal and key government buildings. A small group broke into an 

almost unguarded palace, but the Grand Duke had escaped out a side window. But some 

prominent pro-Russian officers were so unlucky. By November 30, there were over 25.000 

armed rebels [24]. 
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Taking the Arsenal during November Uprising [26] 

 

The people of Warsaw also risen up in support of the cadets. Later a new government was 

formed, with Prince Adam Czartoryski at its head. He only accepted leadership in hope of 

reaching a negotiated peace with Nicholas I. But because the Tsar demanded their surrender, and 

so he was dethroned as King of Poland [20]. 

 

Michal and thirty of his Cossacks fought as part of Rozycki’s regiment. Michal rose to the rank 

of lieutenant and received a gold cross for bravery [18]. 

 

He had heard that Jozef Zachariasz Bem, with major rank, was fighting with his light cavalry 

battalion in the battles of Iganie and Ostroleka. His superior courage and successful tactics in 

these battles had been spread in Polish Army. Despite a defeat with many thousands of soldier 

loss, Bem’s military actions had prevented the destruction of the entire army. For his bravery, he 

had been awarded the Virtuti Militari Golden Cross and promoted to the rank of Brigadier 

General. For Michal, Bem and his combativeness had become a source of pride [27]. 

 

Though some victories and prides, the Polish army could not win because the Poles were few in 

number than Russians, Austria and Prussia supported Russians, and they didn’t receive any 

foreign support as for the Greeks in their War of Independence against the Turks. The war ended 

in a year [20]. 

 

The defeat of the Insurrection meant the end of the constitutional period in the Kingdom of 

Poland. The Polish soldiers were forcefully included into the Russian army and sent to fight 

Chechen and Circassian highlanders in the Caucasian Mountains to conquer them for the Russian 

Empire. The universities in Warsaw and Vilnius were closed. Autonomic institutions in the 

former Polish provinces of Lithuania and Ukraine were destroyed and the territories were 

proclaimed true and old Russian provinces [21, p.104]. 

 

After the uprising was suppressed in 1831, the hopes of Poles about independence were damaged 

and many had to leave their home. It was the beginning of a great emigration. 

 

Although the war ended no act of capitulation of the army or government had ever been signed. 

On the contrary, the members of the Polish Government, a lot of officers, soldiers, politicians, 
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journalists, writers and other public persons went into exile. They didn’t want to live under 

Russian rule any more. In the hope that they would be able once again to fight for the 

independence of their country soon, they chose exile rather than slavery. The emigration after the 

downfall of November Uprising was not so numerous as regards the number of the exiled (less 

than 10.000), yet still it was called Great Emigration because of the political and cultural 

importance of the people that it was constituted with. They were true elites of the nation. Most of 

them chose France as the country of their new sojourn. They were very specific guests for the 

nations who received them as the unhappy soldiers of the right and common cause of freedom. 

The inhabitants demonstrated enthusiasm and support for the Poles [21, p.105]. 

 

The Polish Great Emigration was also a visible proof of the fact that the nation didn’t have a 

feeling of being a member of a unique state, even when deprived of its own political 

organisations. The Great Emigration was divided into several separate political camps. On its 

right wing, there were liberal-constitutionalists under the leadership of Prince Adam Jerzy 

Czartoryski [21, p.106]. 

 

Prince Adam had firstly arrived in London in December 1831. He spent some months in Britain 

with his attempts to convince British politicians to take a greater interest in the cause of Poland. 

Although the Polish question was transformed into a more defined and better understood aspect 

of European politics, that period ended with his departure to Paris in 1832 [28, p.92]. 

 

According to Prince Adam, Poland should be a constitutional and liberal monarchy. That camp 

used to be called Hotel Lambert because of the name of the main residence of the Prince in Paris 

at Ile Saint Louis [21, p.106; 27, p.67]. They expected to rebuild the independent Polish state as 

the result of the combination of favourable European events (a war of any European power, most 

likely France in alliance with Great Britain against Russia) together with another uprising in 

Poland. As a friend of Tsar Alexander I and his Minister, Prince Adam was known in the 

diplomatic circles. This helped him to maintain unofficial but intensive contacts with various 

European cabinets. He tried to exploit any conflict in Europe to provoke a great European war 

between the powers in belief that only the destabilisation of the continent could bring a 

favourable political conjuncture for the restoration of Poland. This was a common conviction of 

all political camps of Polish emigration. While the Prince tried to gain support for his action, the 

left-oriented emigrants called usually the democrats, like members of the Polish Democratic 

Society or an organisation led by Joachim Lelewel (professor of the University of Vilnius) and 

the Polish National Committee counted upon a European revolution of the peoples against the 

tyranny of the monarchs. They believed in the brotherhood of all European nations and expected 

to rebuild Poland as a republic. To achieve that goal the democrats started to prepare a new 

uprising [21, p.106]. 
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Chopin’s Polonaise by Kwiatkowski, Depicting a Ball at Czartoryski’s Hotel Lambert [29] 

 

Prince Adam was always thinking about one thing since he left Poland. It was the Polish 

independence. He was feeling alone in the middle of huge crowd. The painter illustrated the life 

of great emigration in a small watercolour painting from one of the annual Polish Balls held in 

Prince Adam’s Paris residence, Hotel Lambert. In the centre of the hall the lonely Prince Adam 

stands with his Roman profile and long attire creating an aura of power and respect. Although 

the painter Teofil gave it a name, Chopin’s Polonaise, Chopin is not in the center, he is sitting by 

the piano, surrounded by a group of ladies. The girl with long braid hair is the youngest child of 

Prince Adam [28, p.1]. 

 

Apart from the political activity, the Great Emigration developed cultural and artistic life of the 

exiled Poland. They issued a lot of newspapers in Polish, French and English, publish many 

books. Cultural and scientific institutions were organised mainly under protection of Prince 

Adam. The most important were la Societe Litteraire (later: Societe Historique et Litteraire 

Polonaise) and la Bibliotheque Polonaise de Paris (Polish Library) as well as The Litterary 

Association of the Friends of Poland in London. Among many artists, there were genial 

composer of piano music, Fryderyk Chopin and great Polish romantic poet Adam Mickiewicz 

[21, p.106]. 

 

After the November uprising failure, Karol Rozycki and his regiment had gone to France. Michal 

Czajkowski stayed in Galicia until the 22th August of 1832, then he went to Paris and served for 

the Polish independence movements as a member of this regiment for a short time [15, p.15]. 

 

Later, he began to write reports about the Polish literary movement and the cavalry, published 

stories about Cossacks. He had to work to continue his life, like all the Polish emigrants. They 

developed good networks to keep informed emigrants. 

 

He had been invited to a small restaurant, Restauracja Polska, for a special homeland dinner, 

golabki was going to be in the menu. He was sure that he could have barszcz too. He always 

enjoyed that soup. With a very exciting coincidence, Michal met General Jozef Bem and he was 

introduced to him. At that moment, he learned that Bem had also escaped to France after the 

Uprising. General Bem had to work too and was working as mathematics teacher. Bem noticed 

how Michal was surprised in his face. After the dinner of that night, both went out together and 
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Jozef shared some stories about himself while walking. First he told that he was born in Tarnow 

in 1794. When he was young between 1809-1811, he had studied at the Duchy’s School of 

Artillery and Engineering in Warsaw. Then he had joined as lieutenant the Polish Army and 

marched with Napoleon’s Grand Armee to Russia. After the defeat, for a few years, he served in 

the Army of Kingdom of Poland. In 1826, however, he quited and moved to Galicia to work as 

an engineer [30]. Therefore, Bem had more than enough experience in mathematics. Towards the 

end of their marche, General Bem informed the cavalry commander, Michal, that he was going 

to Portugal soon for the organisation of Polish legion there [21, p.110] as he planned with Prince 

Adam. 

 

In a very short time, in 1833, Michal heard that General Bem had arrived in Portugal to support 

the liberal Dom Pedro IV against the reactionary Dom Miguel I [27]. But after he grasped it was 

not a good idea to establish a region there, he left Portugal and was back in Paris. 

 

Michal was very sensitive and influenced by his surroundings among the emigrants. Then with 

the hope of getting help from other democratic nations, he became a member of the Polish 

Democratic Society. But he left the Society in 1836 and joined the Polish National Confederation 

that had the support of lesser part of the democratic emigrants [18]. 

 

After 1837, Michal earned a sort of fame and became one of the most popular romance writers in 

France, especially with his adventure novels. These novels came about because of his longing for 

the family lands. He was writing these stories for Kronika Emigracji Polskiej (Chronicle of 

Polish Emigration) which was a publication for the monarchist faction among the emigrants, and 

whose owner was his neighbor from Ukraine, Jan Omiecinski. He realized that his political 

conviction began to evolve. Probably, his memories were influencing him to be a conservative 

person. These days, he was meeting and talking a lot with two of his friends from Warsaw, 

Julian Ursyn Niemcewicz and Wladyslaw Zamoyski, who were very active in the Hotel Lambert. 

Therefore Michal left the Polish National Confederation too [18]. 

 

One day, Julian and Wladyslaw invited Michal for a coffee to Les Deux Magots because both 

knew that he enjoyed that cafe on Rue de Buci very much. Later they walked towards the river 

Seine, crossed the Saint Michel bridge, after passing the Notre Dame Cathedral crossed the Saint 

Louis bridge, walked to the end of little island and arrived in the Hotel Lambert. Michal 

Czajkowski met Prince Adam Czartoryski at last. Prince Adam was just beginning his diplomatic 

and propaganda activities in the East, and decided to utilize Czajkowski for his own purposes. 

The Prince considered Michal’s influence among the wealthy Ukrainian nobility important and 

told him that he wanted to work together at the Hotel Lambert. 

 

Among the Polish ideologues, there was an intense interest in Ukraine, aiming primarily at the 

search for potential allies in the struggle against the Russian Empire. They saw the future in the 

re-establishment of the Commonwealth as a union of Poland, Lithuania and Eastern Slavic 

countries [31, p.51-52]. 

 

In the other part of the world there was another problem which created very serious result for 

Prince Adam. The Eastern Question regained its international importance after the rupture 

between Ottomans and Egyptians in 1832. When the Egyptian army reached to a point close to 

Istanbul, the Sultan searched military support in Europe. But Britain was dealing with Belgians, 

France showed an open sympathy to Egypt, only Russia provided its support. Therefore the 

Russian forces could arrive on Bosphorus in 1833, and the ships passed from Black Sea to 

Mediterranean, that was a threat for Britain and France in that region. Apart from its 
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international importance, the crisis made a big impact on Polish politics in exile, forcing Prince 

Adam to reevaluate his foreign policy and shift his political interests from France and Britain to 

Ottoman Empire [28, p.63]. 

 

Prince Adam gave a speech to a group, including Michal, and declared that his politics still 

remained the same about independence of Poland although his interest moved from the West to 

the East. Michal asked him to understand the goal more clearly if his attempt would be 

concentrated on Istanbul henceforward. Prince Adam explained his short conclusion that it was 

important to gain open support of the Ottoman Empire in addition to France and England 

because Polish recovery was going to be achieved by counterbalance to Russia’s pan-slavist 

aspirations. In one of their talk, Prince Adam told Michal that one of his policies was to make 

Ottomans closer towards France, and so their operations of Polish independency could be 

allowed to be operated in the land of Ottoman Empire. 

 

Under the leadership of Czartoryski, a mission group was formed to study the cases in Bulgaria. 

As a member of this group, Czajkowski were sent to Burgas to work on the educational 

programme. He noticed that the basic problem was an insufficient number of educated 

Bulgarians to lead the people while Russia was training the partisans in Odessa and Bucharest. 

Then the Poles, including Michal, founded some schools in the Balkan region according to the 

goals of Hotel Lambert. First, the programme had to enhance the French influence on Bulgaria; 

and second, the political position of the Poles had to be improved with the Holy See by leading 

the Orthodox into a union with the Catholic church. This policy of Czajkowski and Hotel 

Lambert was going to prevent the Balkans from the Russian pan-slavist policy aiming protect the 

Orthodox people [15, p.17-18]. 

 

There was a critical obstacle on the great strategy for the Polish independence. It was the Treaty 

of Kuchuk Kainarja signed between Russian and Ottoman Empires in a small village, 

Kaynardzha in the province of Dobruja, in 1774. In addition to the huge land loss of Ottomans 

after the war, Russians also achieved the leading role to protect the rights of the Christians 

throught the whole Ottoman Empire. Due to the relevant article of the Treaty, Russians began to 

apply pressure on the Ottomans continuously. There was a nuance, concerning the situation of 

people like Michal. By referencing the refugee problem emerged after the Treaty, Russia always 

wanted the refugees back for keeping the peace. For that reason, France [15, p.105] had provided 

him a French passport. 

 

Michal returned to Paris. When he was reporting at Hotel Lambert, Prince Adam emphasized 

once more the importance of the idea of building colonies for creating moral force. So the 

emigrants and the new people who were still escaping should meet in colonies. According to 

him, these settlements was going to be the initial point for developing a power to realize the 

dream of Poles on the way to independence. The people at the meeting had heard many times his 

thoughts about the Ottoman Empire which was the chance for them to gain time during their stay 

in the Empire. Michal continued his report, saying that it was necessary to set up a mechanism to 

bring Slavs together, then the Slavs and the Cossacks were going to be united to establish a new 

strong army. Prince Adam had very much satisfied with Michal’s findings because it would be 

easier for the Poles to earn the trust of Turks because of the historical relations between Turks 

and Cossacks, then they could establish a colony in Istanbul. 

 

In the meantime, France and Britain failed to cooperate when dealing with the problem of 

occupation of Cracow. Although Cracow was made a free and neutral State at the Vienna 

Congress, under the protection of Austria, Prussia and Russia, they decided to occupy after an 
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assasination of Austrian spy in 1836. Few years later, in 1839, when the hostilities between 

Ottomans and Egyptians broke out, the French Government officially supported Egyptian State. 

Then Britain signed with Austria, Prussia and Russia the Convention for the Pacification of the 

Levant in 1840. These conflicts were increasing the fears of Prince Adam, when following the 

possible break between France and Britain [28, p.64-66]. 

 

Czajkowski had begun to take part in some missions. For a short time, he went to Rome [18; 28, 

p.77]. But on the other hand, he had important responsibilities, he had married with a French 

woman, Leonide Gabaret [32], and they had four children, two boys and two girls [15, p.69]. But 

his ideal of Polish independence was more important. Therefore, he accepted the new mission in 

Istanbul. 

 

Czartoryski had already contacted some officials in the Ottoman Empire to establish a village 

like an agricultural colony in 1833. As he explained many times, his plan was that the Poles 

would perform activities sometimes with the Balkan Slavs against Russia in Ottoman Empire. 

Czartoryski got the lands from French lazarists who were in Istanbul to establish the Eastern 

Polish Agent. As the final step, he invited Czajkowski to propose the new mission in Istanbul. 

And, Czajkowski arrived in Bosphorus on August 25, 1841 [15, p.20-21; 33, p.239]. 

 

His French passport helped him to travel to Istanbul. But having such a passport didn’t change 

his status of refugee. So he began to live a bit more alerted against Russian spies. Then he signed 

an agreement to get the land with Lazarists’ leader. That was an hour far from Istanbul, in a 

forest zone on a hill. The first settlers were Polish emigrants from the territory of Ottoman 

Empire and the new emigrants from the Caucasia. That village was called Adampol. 

 

When he was in Istanbul, his family stayed in Paris. But his children were growing up in solitude 

when their father was in different missions. The name of his daughters were Karolina and 

Michalina, his sons were Adam and Wladyslaw [15, p.69]. 

 

 
Michal Czajkowski [34] 
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On July 1842, Hotel Lambert group called him back to Paris without stating any reason. But he 

did not think what could be the reason for calling, and he wasn’t even able to think about it. 

Because in the 1842 spring, a woman, Ludwika Sniadecka had come to Istanbul [15, p.70]. 

Michal met Ludwika as well as all the emigrants who came to Istanbul from Poland. With each 

passing day, they were spending more time together. She was born in Vilnius in August 4, 1802 

[15, p.71; 32]. Both were in their forties at that time. Both was feeling a romance of mature 

persons. Ludwika was the daughter of Jedrzej Sniadecki who was a Polish scientist and professor 

of chemistry at Vilnius University, and also the brother of Jan Chrzciciel Wladyslaw Sniadecki 

who was the rector of Vilnius University for some years. 

 

Ludwika was an independent woman of Lithuanian origin. The ideals of Ludwika had matched 

with Michal’s political passions of establishing the Polish state again. Therefore, she became a 

great supporter of him during his campaign for the independence of Poland. Michal understood 

her independence in a romantic way. She had read Byron, who at the time was considered to be 

reading very harmful to well-behaved ladies, was dancing breathlessly at balls and had 

passionately the pleasure of horse riding. One day, Ludwika had talked with him about her 

secret. She had loved a handsome Russian officer Wlodzimierz Rimski Korsakow who died in 

the Russian-Turkish war [35]. Then she set out on a journey to find and bring his body home. 

During the long years of searching, she had come to Istanbul. Then she added by looking at 

Michal’s eyes that she stopped searching. 

 

Ludwika was also influenced by Michal. In a letter to a friend, she had mentioned that “if she 

were a Pole, she would like to be like Michal because he had the best Polish soul. She was not 

Polish woman until she met him. His devotion of his all life for the national case made her to 

turn back to the old days”. The second thing that made Ludwika attached to him was about 

Catholicism. He supported all activities in exile on Catholicism and relationships with the West. 

On the other hand, Michal recognized the religion as one of the causes of the Polish collapse. So 

he sought the Slavic union with high religious tolerance [15, p.72]. 

 

 
Ludwika Sniadecka [36] 
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At the Galata Harbour, she was among the others sending him to Paris. Before boarding on the 

ship, he put a little paper inside palm and told her that the papers suit, papers tie, that paper never 

lied, and added that he was going to learn its worth was silver or gold when he came back. He 

walked to the stern and both watched each other. She began to read his swiftly written words: 

 

Hairs are black glittering frame of your face, 

Cascade falling from the top to the shoulders, 

Beauty lines connecting a heart to a romance. 

Little breath of it brings a home scent 

Reigning every inner delight. 

 

On his travel, he was sure that he felt in love with Ludwika and made future plans with her. 

Besides, Ludwika could understand his passions on politics. He was enchanted with her 

personality, education and culture. He disguised when arrived to Paris with change of identity 

and stayed there for ten months. By Hotel Lambert group, he was charged with new directives, 

and he had the full authorization to establish and represent the Eastern Agency. By the time, he 

talked to Leonide about their relationship. However his wife was pregnant for their fourth baby 

[15, p.70-71]. After he turned back to Istanbul, he never took care of his Leonide. 

 

He had higher responsibilities, he had become the official agent of Hotel Lambert in Istanbul in 

1843 [33, p.239]. At that time, Ludwika was living in Ortakoy. They started to live together, and 

they married two years later [15, p.73] in 1845. They were not just a couple but also political 

partner. If Michal was out of Istanbul for his missions, they informed each other about the 

current situation and political issues. He trusted on his wife so much that he let her write his 

correspondence and having some meetings with the Sublime Porte. She was becoming a spiritual 

patron of Czajkowski although the Hotel Lambert group was not pleased on that issue [15, p.74]. 

While the Polish emigrants were coming to Istanbul, their placement in Adampol and the 

administration of Adampol were carried out by Czajkowski and Ludwika. On the other hand, 

Istanbul had become the center of the political and military actions against Russia, so the Eastern 

Agency was still being administered by Czajkowski. Although Prince Adam Czartoryski had 

sent him as an administrator, his presence in Istanbul aroused much controversy at the Hotel 

Lambert [15, p.22]. 
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MMXVI 

FROM MICHAL TO SADYK 

 

 

These were the years of conflicts and revolutions. On April 11, 1848, the laws prepared by the 

Hungarian Parliament, restoring both theoretical and administrative freedom to the Hungarian 

State, received the sanction of the Crown. On April 25, the new Austrian constitution was 

granted. Thus the Habsburg Monarchy was divided into two States. But Hungary formed part of 

the Habsburg dominions. In I848 it was intended that both countries should retain free 

administration of their internal affairs, while joint affairs were regulated by a special agreement. 

Accordingly the Hungarian Parliament attempted to resolve. The new Austrian constitution 

defined Austria as consisting of the hereditary provinces and the kingdoms of Bohemia, Galicia, 

Dalmatia and Lombardo-Venetia. According to similar rules and decisions, the control of land 

created new conflicts. Meanwhile the Hungarian agent in Paris was working for an alliance 

between the Magyars and the various nationalities. On May 18, I849, a meeting was held with 

Czechoslovak and Jugoslav delegates while the Poles acted as mediators. Later, it was also 

discussed about the plan of a confederation between Hungary, Serbia, Wallachia and Moldavia. 

The Russian Government preferred a united Austria [37, p.628-631]. 

 

But Russia had an anxiety for a Polish movement on Austrian territory. Soon after the 

concentration of Russian troops on the Galician frontier and the occupation of the Danubian 

Principalities, the Austrian ultimatum was sent to Budapest on August 31. Austria crossed the 

Drave river almost at the same time that the Russia entered Moldavia. Hungary found herself 

between two Russian headquarters at Warsaw and Bucharest, and was threatened by an Austro-

Russian invasion [37, p.632]. 

 

In those days, General Jozef Bem decided to go to Hungary from Paris. But first, he found 

himself in Vienna on October 14, 1848 because there was a revolt against the Austrian rules in 

the city. General Bem assumed the command of insurgent forces defending the city. They could 

withstand the attacks until October 29. Then he escaped to Hungary [30]. 

 

While Russia had his headquarters at Bucharest and outposts along the Transylvanian frontier, 

Austria attacked the Hungarian army, in the hope of dispersing it and so effecting a junction with 

the main Austrian forces operating against Budapest [38, p.633]. In Transylvania, the 

Hungarians had been surrounded by hostile Romanians and Saxons, who actively supported the 

Austria. Russia had also employed the Romanian insurgents as an auxiliary force. An Austrian 

victory meant the total destruction of the Hungarian villages nearby [38, p.34]. The province was 

in the state of civil war; fierce and merciless fighting erupted between Romanians and 

Hungarians. Austria sent troops and Romanian insurgents to the Csucsa pass (today near 

Nagyvarad-Oradea in Romania) which was the gate between Hungary and Transylvania. 

Nagyvarad was also a critical military zone in which there was the arsenal and armament factory 

[38, p.42]. 

 

The Governor-President Louis Kossuth, who was one of the leaders in the struggle, appointed 

the Polish General Jozef Bem as commander-in-chief on December 6, 1848 [38, p.42; 30]. 

General Bem began a counterattack on December 20, and secured the backdoor of Hungary 

within two weeks. 
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General Jozef Bem [39] 

 

Having learned about Bem’s victories, Austrian army moved out from its operational base in 

Nagyszeben (now Sibiu in Romania). General Bem defeated the Austrian commander Puchner at 

Galszecs, and pursuit him back to Nagyszeben. But on February 4, Puchner attacked and 

defeated Bem. This time, the Austrian troops pursued the withdrawing Hungarians. After the 

defeat at Vizakna, Bem retreated to Deva. He could have the chance to reinforce the army. Bem 

caught up Puchner and attacked his detachment at Piski village on the Sztrigy River. The 

Austrians tried to seize the bridge over the Sztrigy, but they were pushed down the bridge. The 

Austrians in Transylvania would never be able to recover from this defeat. Bem bypassed the 

retreating Puchner and marched into northern Transylvania again, to where the Austrians came 

back from Bukovina [38, p.43-44]. 

 

But in late January, Kossuth appointed Lieutenant General Count Henryk Dembinsky to 

commander-in-chief of the Hungarian Army, who was Polish and a hero of the Uprising just like 

Bem. Dembinski was a bad choice. After the defeat of fight on February 26-27, Dembinski was 

changed. Kossuth appointed Arthur Gorgey to commander-in-chief [38, p.47]. 

 

Kossuth knew that Hungary could not win without foreign support. He declared independence in 

the hope of foreign military aid or at least recognition. Russia had already been preparing for a 

war against Hungary; Britain favored the preservation of the Habsburg Monarchy; France was 

preoccupied with domestic issues, and wanted to preserve the Habsburg Empire; Prussia was 

against Austria in the long term, but in the short term, the House of Hohenzollern was allied with 

the House of Habsburg in the midst of the revolutionary waves. The only feasible solution was to 

obtain a foreign intervention in the Ottoman Empire [38, p.61-62]. 

 

In the meantime, Tsar Nicholas I wanted to support. On February 4 1849, a small Russian 

auxiliary force, approximately 6.000 troops, entered Transylvania upon request of General 

Puchner. General Bem drove the combined Russian-Austrian army out of Transylvania by 

middle March. Russia was humiliated [38, p.68-69]. 
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Bern’s campaign in Transylvania was a classical exhibition of modern warfare. His name forever 

remained radiant in the Pantheon of great strategists [40, p.43]. 

 

General Bem drove the Austrian troops out from Transylvania to the Ottoman Empire, but the 

Austrian troops presence in Turkish soil was illegitimate by international law. In May 1849, the 

Austrians attacked southern Hungary from Wallachia, but Bem drove them out again. According 

to international laws, the Turks should have disarmed the Austrian troops. In addition, The 

presence of Russian troops in the Danubian Principalities, which legally belonged to the 

Ottoman Empire. The Hungarians protested the Turks. But nothing changed. The Russians and 

Austrians were using the Turkish soil to attack Hungary [38, p.63]. 

 

Nicholas I decided to send an overwhelming army to Hungary to avoid the shame that had 

occurred in Transylvania. General Bem and his army were still there [38, p.69]. Two-thirds of 

Bem’s soldiers were new, inexperienced local recruits [38, p.74]. On June 19, the Russian 

offensive started. On June 26, at a cabinet meeting, Gorgey, as minister of war, proposed his 

plan. The Hungarian armies in Transylvania, Southern Hungary, and in the central of the country 

were to deny the Russian army to advance into the Trans Tisza area [38, p.75]. 

 

During the battles, General Bem derived that his task is to guard the passes and secure the lines 

of communications. Days passed with successes and disasters. But unfortunately, the Hungarian 

army in Transylvania was destroyed, but Bem was able to hold the Russians in Transylvania and 

they could not reach Hungary at the end of the war [38, p.80]. 

 

Field Marshall Baron Julius Haynau marched east and occupied Buda, while the Russian troops 

entered into Pest. Therefore Russian and Austrian armies almost joined. On July 29, Dembinski 

was appointed as commander in chief again. But he withdrew from Szeged, and did not attacked 

Haynau when he crossed the Tisza. On August 5, Haynau’s entire army crossed the river and 

attacked Dembinski, who after a short encounter withdrew to Temesvar. In the meantime, 

Kossuth appointed Bem to commander in chief, who left Transylvania and arrived at Temesvar 

on August 9 and assumed command. Bem decided to attack. The battle started well for the 

Hungarians, but shortly the artillery ran out of ammunition. Bem tried to intervene in person but 

he fell down from his horse. Panic broke out and the entire Hungarian army routed towards the 

Ottoman border [38, p.81]. 

 

Gorgey’s Army of the Upper Danube remained the only one capable Hungarian force. Gorgey 

crossed the Tisza on July 29. During the withdrawal, negotiations started between Gorgey and 

the pursuing Russian troops about an armistice. On August 10, though the news about the battle 

in Temesvar, the Hungarian government offered the Hungarian crown to a family member of 

Nicholas I. During the night, the news of the defeat arrived. Next day, Kossuth appointed Gorgey 

as commander in chief and dictator of Hungary. Kossuth and some of the cabinet members 

resigned. Kossuth shaved his beard and with two false passports in his pocket left Arad for the 

Turkish border [38, p.81-82]. 

 

After the defeat over three thousand Hungarians and Poles had escaped into the Ottoman Empire. 

The Austrian and Russian demands for their extradition led to a short-term international crisis. 

Most of the refugees were not returned [33, p.242]. 

 

General Bern and his Polish officers had also crossed the Turkish border, they had been interned 

in a military camp in Bulgaria [30]. But after the diplomatic confrontation of Ottoman Empire, 

the problem was concluded with their conversion to Islam. So General Bem became a muslim 
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citizen of Otoman Empire. He adopted a Turkish name. From that moment, he was called Murad 

Pasha, and appointed as an Ottoman General to Aleppo (now in Syria). 

 

 
Murad Pasha [41] 

 

The problem between Ottoman and Russian Empires were more complicated because a secret 

talk was wandering about the British Grand Strategy for halting the expansion of Russian Empire 

[15, p.25]. However, there was still something so visible that the refugees were escaping from 

Russia and Austria. For that reason Michal and Ludwika were very busy to remedy the 

deficiencies of Adampol. Russia began to put continuous pressure on Ottoman government to 

demand the expulsion of Czajkowski as a person who was harming the relations. But the refugee 

problem was not the only problem that Michal involved. 

 

Czajkowski’s principal objective was to work for an uprising against Russia using the Cossacks. 

He explained Ludwika that the base of this future uprising must be the Cossack community at 

the lower Danube, in Dobruja (now in Bulgaria). So he began to travel to that region very 

frequently. She was his wife and also like his political advisor. 

 

Russia had a big plan to be more powerful. Russian wanted to obtain the dominance in Black 

Sea, and to control the lands especially in the Orthodox Balkans with the claim of protecting the 

Christian people. Therefore Michal’s activities in that region were considered a serious obstacle 

by Russia. According to its bigger dream plan, Russia was going to conquer Istanbul for making 

the city as the center of Orthodox Patriarchate. The Russian policy of pan-slavism on Balkan 

region had already become an international threat to other powerful European empires for some 

years. The persistent statements of Russia had been determined as an explicit sign for a big 

comming conflict. Although the Ottoman Empire was called the sick man by Europe, the Britain 

and France never wanted to see Russia at a closer border in Europe.  

 

Czajkowski had intention for the establishment of a regiment before any conflict. He was sharing 

his findings after his visits to Dobruja region with Ludwika. Both had the same idea that a new 

war could start in that region between Ottomans and Russians. He managed many diplomatic 

correspondence with the Sublime Porte since 1848 [15, p.35] in order to explain the situation and 

to be given the right to organize the Cossacks. He had already developed some proactive military 

strategies. Cossacks were bounded with their Slavic features [15, p.36] but they were dispersed 
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in different places and naturally having different nationalities. Michal thought Cossacks had 

traditional, pastoral, sacred and strong personalities, and that they could be united against Russia 

in a regiment besides their Slavic origins due to their anti-Russian politics. 

 

On the other hand, he represented not only the Poles but also the Hungarians and remained in 

continuing correspondence with Kossuth. With the help of his good relations to the Ottoman 

Ministers, he could offer better condition to the refugees. The Ottomans could connect to the 

Slavic population with the mission of Michal in Balkans. The same opportunity was also valid 

for Britain and France. So his departure would be an irreparable loss for all states. However, they 

had to agree for the expulsion of Czajkowski from the Ottoman Empire due to the demands of 

Russia. France decided to remove its protection and Czajkowski lost his French passport [18]. 

 

It was not possible for him to start a new life. He had commenced an important agency service 

for Poles, he had created very critical relations with Cossacks which would support the 

independence of Poland. And also, he would never want to separate from Ludwika. Thus he 

accepted conversion to Islam and became a citizen of Ottoman Empire. 

 

He received an official letter about his conversion and name change, declaring that the Sublime 

Porte gave him a name Mehmed Sadyk (Sadık) and honored him with a rank Pasha [15, p.37-

38]. From now on, he was called as Mehmed Sadyk Pasha.9 

 

Prince Adam Czartoryski tried to dissuade Czajkowski from becoming a Muslim and did not 

break contact. But unfortunately, it was the sad moment for him that caused to fade his 

connection to Poland. For example, he had to leave the administration of Eastern Agency in 

1850. However he always kept being dependent on Prince Adam Czartoryski who continued to 

maintain a certain sympathy for him. The relationship with Paris was maintained generaly by 

Ludwika because she saw the mission for independence objective as the only ideological motive 

for Michal’s remaining in Istanbul. She was still calling him Michal, not Sadyk. 

 

Prince Adam and Hotel Lambert group, approved the idea of a new Cossack Regiment for 

Ottoman Army. But at the same time, a discussion started on who would be the commander of 

that Cossack Regiment. Prince Adam thought that the regiment could obtain a financial support 

from Britain [15, p.38]. After the meetings, the Britain insisted on the command of General 

Robert John Hussey Vivian in return of such support. 

 

Prince Adam and Hotel Lambert group trusted Polish General Wladyslaw Zamoyski and they 

wanted him to be the commander of that regiment. On the other hand, the Ottoman Government 

demanded Mehmed Sadyk Pasha to command the regiment. Cossack delegates of Ukraine and 

Bessarabia also stated their decision on the command of Sadyk Pasha. But for British 

Government, Sadyk Pasha should have a diplomatic role to facilitate their policies in Ottoman 

Empire. During the controversy on Cossack Cavalry Regiment, Sadyk Pasha lived in a farm near 

Istanbul in 1852 with permission of Ottomans. He established a base and a political environment 

in that farm. He had also a small mosque built in the farm land. He moved to his house back in 

April 1853. The Grand Vizier, Cretan Mustafa Pasha declared him the decree of Sultan 

Abdulmejid on his new duty as commander of all Cossack troops in the Ottoman Empire. 

 

He immediately began to establish the Cossack Regiments. Before his appointment, he had 

visited most of the Cossack settlements and had deployed his agents to those places in Serbia, 

                                                 
9 Writer note: Sadyk means “the loyal” in Turkish. 
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Moravia, Bosnia, Dobruja, Bulgaria. The agent strategy facilitated his military achievements as 

well as enlargement of his political power to periphery. The center station for the agents was 

Istanbul. In order to sustain the updated intelligence and circulation of information he formed 

moveable agent units. Finally, in November 1853, the organization of the Cossack regiments 

officially started. He designed the organizational structure of Cossack regiments. 

 

He was going to directly command the Nekrasov Cossacks and Dobruja Cossacks who would be 

on their horses. There were 1.600 riders, consisted of Poles and foreigners regardless of religion 

and ethnicity. This regiment was founded in Istanbul because soldiers were coming from Poland 

and Russia to Balkans were not enough. The deserters of the Russian Army and the soldiers fled 

from Russian oppression, including Polish, Circassian, Armenian, Bulgarian and Serbian were 

part of that regiment. They had a common enemy although these soldiers had different political 

goals. 

 

He was also dealing with the financial requirements of the regiment. He had to find support for 

armament, food and salary of soldiers because he knew that it was not possible to acquire it the 

Ottoman Empire. At last he decided to hypothecated his farm and commenced the recruitment of 

soldiers, and in January 1854 three squadrons were established in Istanbul. Later some Turkish 

nobles supplied the horses. Sadyk Pasha designed the uniforms of soldiers himself with 

characteristic features of half szlachta (noble class in Polish Lithuanian Commonwealth) and half 

Cossack [15, p.39-46]. 

 

 
M. Sadyk Pacha Beylerbey de Roumelie Chef de Tous les Cosaques de L’Empire Ottoman [42]10 

                                                 
10 Writer note: The picture is from the book written by Michal Czajkowski. 
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But the war had already begun in Balkans. Russia attempted to invade Wallachia and Moldavia, 

and invaded Bucharest in July 1853. Then the Ottomans officially declared a state of war against 

Russia. So Russia evacuated the territory of Silistra on June 22, 1854 and Romania on 24 July, 

1854. But this time, the Russia forces headed to Crimea. Therefore the rest of the war was called 

the War of Crimea [15, p.31]. France, Britain and Sardinia made an alliance with Ottoman 

Empire against Russia. 

 

During the establishment of regiment, the people coming from the Ukranine and Besarabia’s 

feudal Cossacks wanted to serve the Ottoman Empire if they could obtain privileges in 

Wallachia. They were willing to join the Dobruja Cossacks on the Danube line. But Sadyk Pasha 

suspected this situation. With a secret investigation, he revealed that most of the members of 

those feudal communities were Russian agents [15, p.48-49]. 

 

By the time, Michal had some happy events of his personal life. These were about his kids. 

Firstly Adam Czajkowski came to Istanbul to serve in Cossack cavalry regiment. Then, 

Wladyslaw Czajkowski [43; 44] also came to Istanbul after finishing his education in Paris, and 

began to serve in the regiment too. There was a gossip that Wladyslaw was not his son, but he 

never obsessed with it. Later his daughters Karolina and Michalina came with their husbands and 

stayed with Michal. The only sad thing for him to feel that Ludwika was a bit jealous of the girls 

[15, p.69-70]. 

 

Karolina had married Piotr Suchodolski, who became captain of the 1st Cossack regiment. 

Michalina had married Dr. Rudolf Gutowski, who became a medical doctor of the Cossack 

corps, as colonel. But Adam Czajkowski later began to serve as a general in Russian Army [18]. 

Wladyslaw Czajkowski adopted a Turkish name as Muzaffer Pasha, and served in the Ottoman 

Army for many years. In 1901, he was appoointed as the Governor of Lebanon [43; 44]. 

 

The Ottoman Army had been organized in two main divisions as the Army of Rumelia and the 

Army of Anatolia. As a result, Sadyk Pasha organized six units of Cossack. And, the Cossack 

Cavalry Regiment was given under the command of Army of Rumelia whose commander was 

Omer Lutfi Pasha. The Cossack Cavalry Regiment was sent to the war, acting as the forward 

guard of the Ottoman Army near Silistra, to maintain communications with the besieged fortress 

and the army [15, p.31; 18]. 

 

In the Battle of Silistra, the Cossack regiment provided a great resistance. The Russian Army 

succeeded several military achievement at the beginning. But Russians had to retreat by the 

strong attacks of regiment. The support of Sadyk Pasha and his soldiers contributed a great 

victory in Balkans. Because of the victory pleasure, Sultan Abdulmejid sent him a letter of 

appreciation. Besides the Sultan, Omer Pasha also sent his sincere gratitude for his supports 

during the war via a letter. The Battle of Silistra and his achievements became a very significant 

turning point for Sadyk Pasha because he obtained the full appreciation of Sultan Abdulmejid. 

That recognition would provide him a significant prestige for his mission to reconstruct Poland 

[15, p.56-57]. 

 

When the Russian army began to retreat, he was first of the allied forces of Ottoman, Britain and 

France, to march into Bucharest in July 1854. He was appointed as the city commander until the 

Austrian army moved in. So he had to withdraw with the Ottoman army [15, p.55; 18]. 
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In Bucharest Sadyk Pasha had different tasks, such as preventing bandits, protecting the 

Romanian people from Austrian Army, stopping the spread of cholera. He also tried to take 

precautions against anti-Turkish propaganda launched by Russians and Austrians, and he 

obtained the confidence of local people by counter-propaganda. In fact, after he reached to 

Wallachia he formed a huge intelligence network. He tranfered all the news both to his Ottoman 

commander and also reported to the Hotel Lambert. Therefore the French Government could 

learn all the information at the same time with the Ottoman Empire. His agent role on Russian 

Army’s movements made him a prominent political character as his military skills. Although the 

allied forces knew that Sadyk Pasha was very successful in intelligence services, they were also 

aware of his intention to create a new front to fight against Russia and attacking into Russian 

territory through the River Prut. This plan might weaken the possibility of victory [15, p.57-59; 

18]. 

 

A surprise attack of Russia at Maximeni (now in Moldova) on Christmas Day in 1854 forced 

them to flee as far as Warna (now in Bulgaria). One unit was totally scattered. The cossacks 

gathered at Burgas. When the Poles didn’t want to join with Cossacks, Sadyk Pasha couldn’t 

handle the disagreement with his known ideological stance that was essential to the Polish legion 

in uncertain situation in the East. In addition, he couldn’t supply the needed equipment to the 

Cossacks. These reasons caused Wladyslaw Zamoyski to form a new Polish division in the 

service of Britain [18]. Now there were two regiments under the command of Polish soldiers. He 

built his military camp with Cossacks in Burgas [15, p.59]. He acted by intrigue to restrain the 

influence of General Zamoyski in Istanbul. But his decision resulted the loss of Polish influence 

in Balkans and in Istanbul, although Czajkowski’s Cossacks thrived [18]. The disagreement 

between Czajkowski and Zamoyski became a nuisance for the independence idea of Hotel 

Lambert group and all the exiles dreaming to establish the Poland State in future.  

 

In order to settle the matter amicably, Adam Mickiewicz had planned to travel to Istanbul. His 

mission was to put an end to the fierce disagreement between Zamoyski and Czajkowski [45]. 

 

On September 11, 1855, Adam Mickiewicz arrived to Burgas and stayed in Sadyk Pasha’s 

military camp for 10 days [15, p.59; 42]. He recommended Sadyk Pasha to include the Jews in 

the regiment. Sadyk Pasha considered the idea on Jews positively. But he told Mickiewicz that 

the plan of enlarging the regiment and the idea of establishing the greater Slavic legion was 

suspended because of Zamoyski. When Mickiewicz heard those word, he noticed that he didn’t 

know the relations between Czajkowski and Zamoyski was quite troublesome, and he 

disappointed by their personal rivalry. The task of Mickiewicz was to sustain the coordination 

between those two regiments. However, his mission was failed due to political struggle between 

two parties. Zamoyski, Hotel Lambert and Britain did not permit Sadyk Pasha to obtain stronger 

army [15, p.60]. 

 

Towards the end of January 1856, Russia had accepted its defeat in the Crimean War. In a very 

short time, the negotiations started in Paris, then the Treaty of Paris was signed on March 30, 

1856. 

 

After the War, in 1856, some of the Cossacks dispersed, then a Polish division and Bulgarian 

volunteers were recruited for their places. In 1857 Czajkowski received permission to form a 

Dragoon Regiment with cossacks dragoons. But the cossacks were commanded in Russian, the 

dragoons in Polish, but there were fewer and fewer Polish volunteers [18]. 
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Between 1857 and 1858, the troops were placed through Danube river. The regiment was given a 

duty to track the bandits from Dobruja to Thrace in 1857. Some troops were sent to secure the 

border of Greece in 1859, the border of Montenegro in 1860, and back Thessaly in 1862. He 

intended to utilize these tours as an opportunity to gain attraction of the Balkan societies. 

However, the Sublime Porte positioned the regiment within the sword girding ceremony because 

of the band of regiment [15, p.61-62]. 

 

Czajkowski’s political ideology turned to be quite different for the Polish emigrants because they 

preferred to avoid the cossacks. Th religious thoughts also created a kind of conflict with the 

Polish emigrant community because he believed that Catholicism always remained at the front 

for them. Thus he began to lean towards the Ottomans. He didn’t acquire the patriotic 

enthusiasm during the January Insurrection in 1863. In addition, he didn’t want his officers in the 

regiment to go to the field of battle, also raised difficulties for his soldiers to leave for Poland 

despite a tolerant attitude of the Turks. His Ludwika supported him mentally and managed to 

prevent him from totally rupture his ties to Poland [18]. What would happen if he didn’t have his 

Ludwika: 

 

Your hair, when dreamed, 

Makes me forget separation pain. 

I find thousand lifes in each hair, 

While living with love of you, 

Ignoring death. 

Faces of all beauties were erased from memories, 

Only you, like goddess 

More charming than Venus of Botticelli. 

I should start by kissing your feet to love you 

Beggingly, caressing every spot you step on 

Wrapping in arms as if pressing into my breast 

I stay so for years. 
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MMXVII 

ROMANTIC POET IN ISTANBUL 

 

 

We are a Hittite disc 

Two heads on same sol 

Creator and created in one body. 

Same reason threw you and me out 

From back of history to present. 

We are the meaning conveyed 

By Hittites 

Washed in same luminary 

Burned in same agony. 

We are indomitable guardians of land. 

Heart placed in our chest 

Is people’s 

Trust written on breast 

Relieving with winds of forests. 

We became friends before day 

To the rising sun, 

We became friends before dark 

To the shining star. 

Not broken, not lost 

We kept with the voice of Anatolia. 

 

Prince Adam Czartorsyki sent a messenger and invited him to the Hotel Lambert. Since Prince 

Adam purchased the building in 1842 [28, p.67], it was a meeting house and also his private 

house. But it must be an important and urgent issue because he sent and a sealed invitation 

message with a private messenger. 

 

Outside was a wonderful August in Paris. Adam Mickiewicz had woken to that morning in his 

room always kept with open curtains. Nobody had time like this. He could have had a coffee at a 

cafe where a Parisenne brought the milk separate, and could have watched the passersby on 

Saint-Germain. His thoughts were paused by pigeon on window and by his wife in bed, both 

fully dressed. Pink flowers were on the same window, just like the other pinks at the corner of 

his street. He smelt when he was walking to the Hotel Lambert. After years of creating Pan 

Tadeusz [46], he was walking in Paris streets. 

 

Litwo! My country! you are like health; 

How much you need to value you will truly know 

Who lost you. Today your beauty in all its ornament 

I can see and describe because I miss you.11 

[46] 

                                                 
11 Writer note: The verse was translated from Polish. 
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Hotel Lambert, Ile Saint-Louis [47] 

 

Prince Adam came to the point at first. They had been discussing the news of the Crimean War. 

He desired to have Mickiewicz participated more actively on that issue. Both were talking about 

it. In these days, Mickiewicz was spending most of his private hours in the Polish Library12. But 

he believed that the participation of the Poles in the conflict of Crimea would contribute their 

activities towards the independence of Poland. That had happened and the Polish soldiers had 

started to fight in the troops under the Army of Allied Powers. Prince Adam asked if he could 

travel to Istanbul as quick as possible. He told Prince Adam that everything seemed to have 

become critical. The main reason was the disagreement between Michal Czajkowski and 

Wladyslaw Zamoyski. Although it was only a matter of time before the forces won the war, the 

lack of tolerance between two commanders would begin to hurt the main goal of the Group. 

Therefore Prince Adam seriously proposed Mickiewicz to go there at the beginnig of next month 

for on-site examination and for offering a solution. 

 

In September 1855, Adam Mickiewicz started the journey with his secretary and close friend, 

Armand Levy, and his assistant, Henryk Sluzalski. It was an official visit. Mickiewicz went 

Istanbul as the representative of the French Ministry of Education to research the educational, 

scientific and literature status of the Slavic people living along the boundaries of the Ottoman 

Empire. This appointment of the Hotel Lambert was the main objective of his travel. The poet 

started learning the Ottoman language just on the ship. 

 

He told Armand on the ship that Istanbul reminded him his hometown, Nowogrodek. But he 

knew very well that his principal duty wasn’t romantically live the pleasure of Orient. His duty 

was to put an end to the fierce disagreement between Michal and Zamoyski in order to organize 

two of Cossack Cavalry Regiments together [45]. 

 

Two days after his arrival in Istanbul, he had the opportunity to go to the military camp of the 

Cossack Regiment of Sadyk Pasha. On September 11, 1855, Adam Mickiewicz arrived to 

Burgas and stayed in the camp for 10 days [15, p.59; 42; 45]. He experienced a military camp 

                                                 
12 Writer note: In 2013, Unesco approved the Polish Library in Paris as “Memory of the World” with its collections 

of the 19th century of the Polish Historical and Literary Society / Polish Library in Paris / Adam Mickiewicz 

Museum [48]. 
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life, slept in a military tent, and went for a hunt. The periods that he spent with the nature and 

Cossacks made him call back his country. After a few weeks, he sided with Sadyk Pasha and 

returned to Istanbul. He rented an unused house with his fellow friend at a remote part of Pera 

[45]. 

 

 
Adam Mickiewicz w Turcji [48], (Adam Mickiewicz in the Camp at Burgas, Returning from 

Hunting with Sadyk Pasha and Witold Czartoryski and Henryk Sluzalski. Muzeum Literatury in 

Warsaw. [15, p.115]) 

 

Mickiewicz visited the house of Sadyk Pasha in Cihangir several times. He also met his wife 

Ludwika. He felt once again how sensitive he was for the feminine beatiy [35]. One evening, 

Sadyk Pasha invited him to an opera, La Traviata, in Pera. 

 

He could spend only two months in the Ottoman Empire, and failed to implement his plans with 

relation to the Ottomans and Crimean War, because he suddenly died on November 26, 1855. 

According to general supposition, the reason for his death was the cholera disease. But some of 

the Poles claimed that Mickiewicz was poisoned by some others. One of the visitors, who visited 

the poet on the day of his death, told the others about his final words as follows: “If I knew that I 

would die from the cholera in Istanbul, I would still come to this city because it was my duty. I 

prefer working in the clerical works of a Turkish battalion rather than becoming a director in a 

scientific academy in France.” [45] 

 

The place of burial of Mickiewicz has caused various arguments and discussions among the 

Polish immigrants. Czajkowski wanted the poet to be buried at Adampol, which was regarded as 

the only land of the Free Poland in those years. However, most of the emigrants stood up against 

to that proposal. Prince Adam Czartoryski decided to bury Mickiewicz in Paris where his 

children were living and a few months ago, his wife had passed away [45]. He was buried in the 

basement of his wooden house13. One month after his death, the corpse of the poet was embarked 

on a ship that would take him to France on December 30, 1855. Hundreds of people, including 

Poles and also the other Slavic people, took part in the funeral march despite of a rainy and cold 

weather [45]. 

                                                 
13 Writer note: House of Adam Mickiewicz is a museum in Istanbul. 
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Adam Mickiewicz, Embassy of Poland in Ankara (photo taken in 26.05.2019) 
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MMXVIII 

FROM SADYK TO MICHAL 

 

 

She was alone most of the times. Michal was outside Istanbul for the War. He could come home 

at breaks. Although she had many friends, and she was very busy with the political matters about 

emigrants, that life had become boring with her loneliness in the biggest city of East. In this 

period, Michal always wrote letters, sometimes giving information about the war and border 

adventures, sometimes sharing his loneliness too. 

 

In dark cauldrons, 

When fire get absolute hot 

I am waterdrop 

Starting to cough, 

Meaningful with you 

I am waterdrop 

Falling over your shadow. 

You are not here 

Only your dream is guest, 

In aisleway full of pain 

On walls 

A tattoo of memories, 

I am looking for you 

On stairs out of clouds, 

Recovered from glamor of tearful words 

I am running towards clouds out of stairs. 

My sky color 

My flower. 

 

By the year of 1865, Ludwika’s health was getting worse. The pains she had to suffer made her 

very weak. She always hoped that her weak body and her sad soul would be saved by the 

recreation of Poland. She assumed that Austrian support and its historical rivalry against Russia 

would lead to reconstruction of Poland. So she was thinking to get help from Austria. But Michal 

was thinking rapprochement with Russia. The day of real separation came in February 22, 1866. 

Unfortunately she died. Michal was alone and the life became meaningless. For a long time, 

Michal had been living in Istanbul. But since death of his Ludwika, he had never felt such 

loneliness before [15, p.76]. 

 

In 1869, when a new duty was given against bandits in Balkans, Sadyk Pasha organized a special 

platoon consisted of Bulgarians and commanded by Polish officers. But the Cossack Rivalry 

Regiment and its platoon were not able to cope with that question. The regiment was supported 

by Bulgarians more than Sadyk Pasha’s expectations. The regiment was popular in Balkans and 

Bulgarian people were amiable as Romanians. The fame of the regiment was expanded through 

Balkans and eventually the regiment became a significant cultural theme in the region. So 

Michal Czajkowski became a hero in Bulgaria. Even people named their sons with suffix of ski, 

which is related with Polish language [15, p.63-64]. 

 

He enjoyed the days with full of love and respect by the people in Istanbul and Bulgaria. He had 

remembered many times the fellow countryman, Bem Apo. Although he had been Murad Pasha, 

General Jozef Bem was the owner of a great dignity in Lechistan and also specially in Hungary. 
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The Hungarian had called him Bem Apo. He had been thought as their father. But unfortunately, 

he had passed away very early. When Sadyk Pasha heard the news of his death in December 10, 

1850 [49], he felt very sad. Not only because of his loss, but also because he couldn’t see his 

hometown once more. So he had felt very much anxious about his future. 

 

When Bem Apo was in Aleppo as the commanding general of the Ottoman Empire, there had 

been an incursion and insurrection of 30.000 Arabs and Bedouins in the autumn of 1850, 

pillaging and killing indiscriminately thousands of Christians. At the outbreak of the insurrection 

he had moved from a country house, situated in one of the surrounding gardens, back to the 

barracks, with all the Hungarian officers following. It was just in time, because the Arabs had 

laid siege to the barracks on the day following. But he had to defend the barracks with 3.000 

soldiers and two or three batteries of cannons. Couriers had been dispatched to Istanbul, 

Damascus, and other points, asking for aid, but under the most favorable circumstances at least 

two weeks would elapse before any help could reach the besieged garrison. The Arabs were 

perfectly aware of this; hence they made many desperate assaults. General Bern and his 

Hungarian officers brought their military knowledge and skill into play to good advantage. Each 

assault had been repelled with the discharge of shells fired at close range, that literally covered 

the space around the barracks with the dead and wounded Arabs. After this successful putting 

down of the Aleppo rebellion, Murad Pasha had received the thanks of the Sultan. Up to his 

death in 1850, he had remained the honored guest of Sultan Abdulmejid, having the grade of 

lieutenant general [40, p.51-52]. 

 

Bem Apo died of malaria in a place which was very far from his homeland, in a place which was 

far even from Istanbul where mostly Arabs were living, who were very different nation than the 

Turks although he was a general of the Turkish army. 

 

Michal started to dream about the time of his going to Russia and finding a new political life. His 

political strategies changed. Because his Ludwika could not restrain him from making 

incompatible decision on independence any more. He thought that it was meaningless to follow 

the old political strategies that he and Ludwika had decided and applied together. In despair, he 

thought that the solution for the Polish case was to agree with Russia [15, p.77]. 

 

In the Ottoman government, the deep political changes started, leading the conservatives to gain 

more power within the Sublime Porte. In 1866, they wanted to remove the Christian character 

and the command of the Cossack Regiments. For that reason, Sadyk Pasha responded with 

resignation, claiming once again openly that this army was important in its Slavic composition. 

He believed that if it lost its political character, the Cossacks would become just mercenaries. At 

that time, Sadyk Pasha was still influential within the Sublime Porte and his resignation was not 

accepted. In 1870, the Sublime Porte decided officially to remove the Christian character, 

command and Slavic language of the Cossack Regiments and to incorporate them in the regular 

Ottoman cavalry. His former colleagues, powerful friends or supporters within the Ottoman 

Empire and abroad had disappeared from the world or from the political scene. Therefore his 

resignation was accepted in August 1870. Another reason which affected Sadyk was the 

activities of the military band of the Cossack Regiments. In 1870, the band was charged to play 

during the street celebration in Istanbul. In 1872, the military band was detached in a special 

musical squadron. In the same year, the process of incorporation of the regiment was completed 

and the Polish officers were separated from the Ottoman Army [50, p.55-56]. 

 

The times were over when there were carriages and sedans with command insignia waiting for 

Turkish and Polish guests in front of the residence of Ludwika and Michal. One of the reasons 
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were his close relation with the Russian ambassador. In fact, this relationship caused the removal 

Sadyk Pasha’s commandership of the cossacks, and the worst was the distribution of the Cossack 

soldiers among other Turkish regiments [18]. 

 

After Ludwika, he felt less powerful. It was hard to fight both physically and politically for him. 

In addition, the Ottoman Empire had to give the Polish refugees back to Russia. His political 

weakness, of which he couldn’t help them to continue staying safe in the Ottoman Empire, also 

caused him to feel less powerful [15, p.77]. His emotional state led to unexpected 

incomprehensible contradictions in his life. Not yet a year passed after death of his Ludwika, 

who was love of his life, for whose sake he quit Leonide in Paris, he married his third wife. 

 

One day, Michal went out to visit the house of a Greek friend where he met a young Greek 

woman, Irena Teoskolo [32]. In that house he also met the Russian ambassador Mikolaj Ignatiew 

who tried to talk him into returning to Russia, and lured him with the promise that the Tsar 

would return his confiscated properties [18]. 

 

She was a young Greek woman, not well educated, and didn’t have any aesthetic pleasure in life 

[15, p.78]. But the days of difficulties became apparent because of his extravagant lifestyle under 

the influence of Irena and some friends [18]. When he was experiencing some economic 

problems, enhancing his sadness, a new happy window was openned. Irena and Michal had a 

daughter, Alexandra. He was playing games with her and forgot the sad days [15, p.78]. 

Attempting to assure a secure future for the baby, he had her baptized in the Russian Orthodox 

Church with acting godfather in the name of Tsar Alexander II [18]. 

 

In December 1872, he returned to Kiev with his family and the adjutant Morozowicz [15, p.77-

78]. He bought the Borki manor estate in East Ukraine, settling there with Irena, Alexandra and 

Morozowicz [18]. 

 

Furthermore, the change of political scene with the fall of the Second Empire and Napoleon III 

eliminated any possibility of an anti-Russian coalition in Europe. Now the dominant power was 

Prussia, which was closely allied with Russia. Michal was always anti-German, and now he 

conceived the notion that Russia was the last hope of the Slavs. In 1873, he appealed for mercy 

from Alexander II, whom he hailed as leader of all the Slavs. His attitude was appreciated and 

granted. Once again he changed his religion and converted to Orthodoxy [32]. He completely 

became Michal Czajkowski again. 

 

His daughter, Alexandra had been sent to Petersburg for education, which was covered by 

Russian government. His salary was cut because he didn’t go back to Istanbul when he was 

called in 1877 [15, p.78; 18]. He hesitated to go back because he didn’t know what Russia was 

going to think about this situation. He was now a father who couldn’t afford for education of 

Alexandra, a husband who couldn’t satisfy Irena, a man who wasn’t as strong as before. It was 

time for Michal to get help from Russia. 

 

Unfortunately, one more downheartedness appeared with the existence of Jankowski in his life. 

He recruited him as an assistant in the village, Borki. When he found out that Jankowski and 

Irena liked each other, he fired the assistant. But their relationship didn’t end. At the end, Irena 

left Michal. Later in 1880, he decided to move to another place, Parchimowa, with his friend 

Morozowicz [15, p.79; 18; 32]. After Morozowicz died in 1885, he became completely alone 

and went to Irena’s house in Borki to see Alexandra who came from Petersburg. He was really 
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unable to provide his own needs. Irena settled him in the neighboring house [15, p.80]. On 

January 4, 1886, at midnight, five gun shots were heard [51]. 

 

Hold my shadow on your sweaty palms 

Take me away 

I am the shadow run with a heart not beating 

Grab my hand, help my standing, 

Daylight will destroy me 

If a light leaks from my clotted cheeks 

Know that I will disappear, 

Take me to your shelter 

Star will pull away otherwise, 

Where I fired my gun 

A ray of light will remain from me. 
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MMXIX 

LA DIVA TURCA 

 

 

Alexandra was watching the view of the city they were approaching on the ship’s deck. It was a 

very long and difficult journey from Lechistan by changing several horse-drawn carriages and at 

last by a cargo ship from Varna. The city in front of her eyes was Istanbul. The name of the little 

girl was Alexandra Angela Minakovska [52] from a Polish Catholic family of the Lithuanian 

aristocracy. 

 

In Europe, a big World war had just ended. When the Family Minakovska faced different 

troubles not easy to cope with, they decided to emigrate with a dream of taking refuge to the 

Ottoman Empire. Her father had heard that a small village had been established by the Polish 

Lithuanian exiles in Istanbul before new Poland of second republic. He didn’t know where it 

was, but its name had become very famous in Lithuania. Adampol was in a green district far 

from the city center. They spent nearly all the money in the city before finding Adampol. At last, 

her father found a small cottage in that village. The name of Adampol had been given to the 

village when founded by Michal Czajkowski for the emigrants in 1841. That name was change 

to Polonezkoy in 1923 [53]. Whatever the name of the village founded by Michal under the 

protection of Prince Adam Czartoryski, it continued to serve the new emigrants as a home far 

from homeland. 

 

When Alexandra was fifteen years old, she was married to a Turk, who was from a wealthy 

family in Istanbul. The new couple settled in the same village. In less than a year after the 

marriage, Alexandra gave birth to a girl in Adampol, on October 10, 1928 [52]. The name of 

Leyla was given to the baby. 

 

Ibrahim was a businessman engaged in farming, fishing, transportation and the operation of 

Cubuklu water spring with his brother Huseyin. He also managed the Lale Cinema and the inns 

in Karakoy [54]. Her husband, Ibrahim, and his family accepted the surname of Ceyrekgil due to 

the adoption of surname law. After the World War, the Ottoman Empire collapsed and Turkey 

was founded. Before 1934, the citizens didn’t have a surname in the country. As usual for the 

foreign people, Alexandra also converted to Islam and was given a name of Atiye [52] and she 

became Atiye Ceyrekgil. 

 

Leyla lost her father at a young age. She grew up in Cubuklu which was a district closer Istanbul 

and along the Bosphorus [52]. Alexandra was a sophisticated lady who read books, played the 

piano and guitar, and sang songs. Leyla learned French from her nanny. She gained wide 

information on world literature, theater, music in her childhood. She started to study in Notre 

Dame de Sion High School and finished her education at Istanbul Italian High school [55]. 

 

While studying Leyla fell in love with a Polish piano teacher named Eugenio Hilinski in Italian 

High School. They wanted to get married. But the Ceyrekgil family was opposed and found a 

groom for her who was banker, Ibrahim Gencer [56]. Leyla married to that boy in 1946 [53]. 

 

Following the high school years, she worked at Beyazit Library for a while. Then, she began to 

study singing at Istanbul Conservatory. But, she dropped the school because she met the famous 

Italian soprano Gianna Arangi Lombardi, who was giving lessons at Ankara Conservatory at the 

time. So she moved to Ankara to study with her. She became the student of Lombardi and Italian 

tenor Apollo Granforte [52; 55]. Between 1946-1949, she sang in the Istanbul City Chorus. Upon 
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the request of the Ankara State Theater and Opera, she went to Ankara. Her operatic debut was 

in Ankara in 1950 as Santuzza in Cavalleria Rusticana, the opera of Mascagni [52; 55]. 

 

Between 1950-1958, she became the most well known soprano of Ankara State Opera [55]. For 

the first time in 1953, in the framework of the Cultural Agreement signed between Turkey and 

Italy, Leyla Gencer went to Rome to give a radio concert. Because of the success of this concert, 

she had the opportunity to perform Santuzza at Teatro di San Carlo in the Naples Summer 

Festival. The following season, 1954, she received an offer to play the leading roles in Eugenio 

Onegin and Madam Butterfly operas at Teatro di San Carlo [52; 54]. 

 

In these years, she began to be known in Europe. In addition, she gained the love of Neapolitan 

and was called as Neapolitan Turkish [54]. Her success continued with her role of Violetta in La 

Traviata. 

 

 
Leyla Gencer, 1961 [57] 

 

 
Leyla Gencer, Don Carlo, Scala, Milano, 1963 [58] 
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On the night of January 26, 1957 [54], Leyla Gencer reached her target for the first time to sing 

the famous La Scala Theater in Milan. She performed the role of Lidoine in the first 

representation of French composer Francis Poulenc’s Dialogue of the Carmelites in the world. 

After her debut at La Scala, she performed Requiem of Verdi at the funeral ceremony of Arturo 

Toscanini, who was accepted as the greatest conductor of all time, in the Duomo di Milano 

Cathedral in 1957. By the time, her contract with Ankara State Opera was terminated in 1958. 

Then she moved to Milan [54]. Leyla reached the peak of her profession in the 1960s, and 

finished her performance carrier and retired in 1985. During that period she perfomed in many 

countries. She was titled as La Diva Turca. 

 

Leyla Gencer died in her home in Milan due to heart and respiratory failure on May 10, 2008. La 

Scala announced the funeral would be held on May 12, in Basilica di San Babila. The funeral 

was taken to the crematorium in line with her desire after a crowded ceremony. The ashes were 

brought to Istanbul. After a ceremony at the gate of Dolmabahce Palace of Sultan Abdulmejid, 

her ashes poured into the waters of Bosphorus on May 16. 

 

Watching the charm of unreachable 

I think of you, 

I think of your glamor, 

While my soul approve 

Switching on the lights of future 

 

 
Statue of Leyla Gencer in front of Ankara Opera House (photo taken in 15.05.2020) 
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